
 

2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE – MAY 30th & 31st 
Registration opens on this coming Wednesday! You’ll want to hurry to book your 
registration at the early bird rate and to make sure you don’t miss out on any of 
the special opportunities at Booklandia! Go to: 
http://oregon.scbwi.org/events/2015-annual-spring-conference-2/ 
 

 
FEBRUARY EVENTS 
For more information on each of these, please go to: oregon.scbwi.org/events 
and click on the date. 
 
SCHMOOZES – always free! 
 
February 7th 
Clark County Children's Writers and Illustrators Schmooze 
We meet monthly on the first Saturday of the month from 9:30 – noon at the 
Cascade Park Library. We meet in the Conference Room. (This is not the 
Meeting Room you first see.) Walk into the library itself, turn left and go past the 
first glass walled room and turn left.  
This month's topic: Query and Cover Letters  
 
February 8th  
Corvallis/Albany - Willamette Valley Schmooze 
Wishing you could chat with other children's book creators? Come join other 
Willamette Valley Creatives at the Imagine Coffee House on Sunday, February 
8th. We'll start promptly at 11 am as the Coffee House closes at 2 pm. 
Our topic is: “What's working, what's not?” Everyone is welcome to share 
something: a favorite writing or publishing tip, a first paragraph, an illustration, or 
ask a question. 
 

THE LEAGUE OF EXCEPTIONAL WRITERS - for kids 8 and up 
February 14, 2:00-3:00 pm. 
"Where the authors of today connect with the authors of tomorrow."  
SPEAKER: KARI LUNA  
TOPIC: IT’S ALIVE! CREATING MEMORABLE 
CHARACTERS THAT WORK  



Kari Luna gives tips and tricks for bringing your characters to life.  
Location: Beaverton Powell’s    
 
THE NEXT LEVEL 
February 21st, 2:15-3:45 
PROGRAMMING CHANGE: 
Topic: From Pitch to Page: How a graphic novel pitch can help your fiction 
The confusing and sometimes unexplainable world of comics and graphic novels 
finally revealed! Join writer Paul Tobin and writer/editor Robin Herrera as they 
talk about how to effectively pitch comics, work with illustrators, and bring it all 
back around to writing for children and young adults—which, coincidentally, Paul 
and Robin also both do. By the end of the program, you'll want to write pitches for 
everything. 
Speakers: Paul Tobin and Robin Herrera 
Location: TaborSpace 
 
 
CRITIQUE GROUP “MATCHMAKING” GATHERING 
On February 21st from 10am-noon, you are invited to join our “matchmaking” 
gathering in Vancouver. Meet other writers looking to join a critique group. We 
will hold a mini-critique session so you can learn how critique works.   
Bring a paragraph (no more than 100 words)* from your work-in-progress to 
share, as well as business cards or some other handout telling others how to get 
in touch with you.  
Location: Community Room, Cascade Park Community Library 
 
 
A WEBINAR FROM ANOTHER REGION 
Open to all 
The first joint Texas webinar for 2015 is The ABCs of Poetry: Writing in Poetic 
Form for Children and Young Adults with Lesléa Newman, held at 7pm Central 
time on Feb. 17th. 
  
Lesléa is the author of 65 books, including a number of picture books,  
poetry collections and the novel in verse October Mourning: A Song for  
Matthew Shephard. Plus she's a faculty member of Spalding University's  
low-residency MFA program. 
  
The webinar costs just $10 for members, $35 for nonmembers, and will be  
recorded for registered attendees who can't make the webinar live. 
  
You can find all the details here:  
https://austin.scbwi.org/events/webinar-the-abcs-of-poetry-writing-in-poetic-form-
for-children-and-young-adults-with-leslea-newman/  
and on all the Texas chapter websites. 
 



 

 
NONSCBWI EVENTS 
The 12th annual Western Washington University's Children's Literature 
Conference will be held on Saturday, February 28, 2015 in Bellingham, WA. 
The lineup: Kate DiCamillo, Matt de la Pena, Yuyi Morales, and Joyce Sidman. 
Early bird registration is open and will run through Jan 15th. 
http://wwuclc.com/2015-conference   Conference fees rise after that date. 
Early bird rates: 
Full Registration $95.00 
Para-educator, retired teacher, WWU employee $40.00 
Full-time college student $30.00 
 
 

 
The 2015 Portland Writing Workshop  
Radisson Hotel Portland Airport 
February 20, 2015 
9:30 to 5 
 
Chuck Sambuchino, who works for Writer's Digest Books editing the GUIDE TO 
LITERARY AGENTS is instructing at a "How to Get Published" writing workshop 
in Portland on Friday, Feb. 20, 2015. 
 
Registration is $149.00. Pitch sessions are $29.00. A query letter critique with 
Chuck is $59.00. The official website (with much more information) is: 
http://portlandwritingworkshop.com/  
 
 

 
A nonmember attendee at the last Great Critique asked us to post this. It’s a 
nonSCBWI group.  
 
http://www.meetup.com/Portland-Childrens-Book-Authors-and-Illustrators/ 
 
Do you have an idea or a story for a children's book? Our group is for anyone 
interesting in writing and/or illustrating children's books - anything from picture 
books, to chapter books to young adult novels. All levels of interest and 
experience are welcome. The purpose of this Meetup is to provide support, 
feedback and resources for those hoping to have their children's book published. 
The intention is to meet every other week and give each member an opportunity 
to share their work, talk about any resistance or roadblocks they're experiencing 
with their work and to provide support and resources to help take their idea from 
pen to published! 
 

 



Happy February! 
 
Sue and Judi 
 


