
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF IDEAS 
April 2014 

 

Happy Spring! 
 
CONFERENCE UPDATE 
Early bird registration is over and so here are the current rates: 
Members:  

Saturday-$140 
Sunday-$140 
Both Days: $270 

Non-Members: 
Saturday $160 
Sunday-$160 
Both Days-$300 
 

Manuscript Consultations are closed. 
 
We’ve added one more faculty member: Fiona Kenshole, Transatlantic Agency, 
will be helping out with the YA Show and Tell first pages.  
 
Speaking of Show and Tell first pages, have you sent yours in? 
 
Go here for the full details on the conference: 
http://oregon.scbwi.org/events/2014-annual-spring-conference/ 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
PAL Coordinator Amber Keyser is looking for 1-2 people willing to help with a 
publicity mailer. If you have a couple of free hours during the day on the week of 
April 14th, she needs help stuffing and labeling envelopes. We can arrange the 
time and date to your convenience. Location is Amber's house in NW Portland 
(near Skyline and Germantown Road). Please email her directly at 
amber.j.keyser@gmail.com. 

 
SCHMOOZE 
 

The League of Exceptional Writers Schmooze is on April 12th from 6 to 8 pm and 
our guest is Anne Osterlund. If we're not in the Jade Lounge, be sure to check 
the attached restaurant (The Slide Inn). We sometimes move if there's a band 
playing in the bar.  

 

THE NEXT LEVEL PROFESSIONAL SERIES – April 2014 



Join us on Saturday, April 19th at Tabor Space in The Annex on 5441 SE 
Belmont, and learn how to take your work to The Next Level.  
Time: Doors open at 2:00; Session: 2:30 pm-4pm 
No Registration required.  

Topic: Scrivener Secrets  

Speaker: Kiersi Burkhart  

Tired of storing ten different files for your outlines, drafts, revisions, and character 
sheets? With all the functionality available in Scrivener, it can be a little intimidating 
at first—but in this session with author Kiersi Burkhart, you’ll learn practical, 
simple tools for outlining your novel, organizing your writing materials, and revising 
with ease and efficiency. Get ready to harness a powerful new writing tool!  

Check the calendar on oregon.scbwi.org for more details on these events. 
 
BOOK LAUNCH 
 
On April 26th, 4:00 pm there’s Launch Party for Chris Struyk-Bonn for WHISPER 
at A Children's Place Bookstore http://achildrensplacebookstore.com. 
 
THE RETREAT 
 
Did you mark your calendar for the retreat? It’s October 16-19, 2014 at the 
Oregon Garden Resort in Silverton, OR. Scholarship deadline is in July. The 
forms are on the front page of the website. 
 

NON-SCBWI EVENT 
 

Attention, YA writers, bloggers, and teen-reading enthusiasts! 
 
The 6th annual Operation Teen Book Drop/Rock the Drop celebration in honor 
of YALSA's (Young Adult Library Services Association) Support Teen Lit Day is 
coming up on April 17. 
 
Here's the deal: Writers, librarians, educators, readers, and other bookish people 
are encouraged to "drop" a YA novel somewhere in the wild for a lucky reader 
to discover and enjoy, then tweet about it with the hashtag #rockthedrop to keep 
the enthusiasm going. 
 
In honor of the seventh anniversary of the founding of readergirlz, we’ve teamed 
with Justine Magazine and I Heart Daily in directing participants to seven worthy 
literacy philanthropies that would benefit from a donation in honor of Support Teen 
Lit Day. 
 



How can you participate?  
 
1. Check out http://readergirlz.blogspot.com/p/operation-teen-book-drop.html to 
snag a banner and bookplate you can use to help spread the word. (Please note 
that the previous years' banners are up on the blog, so make sure the date reads 
2014!) 
 
2. Visit our Facebook page to add any favorite literacy philanthropies of your own. 
 
3. On April 17, visit the readergirlz blog, download an adorable 2014 bookplate, 
and stick it in the YA book/s of your choice. 
 
4. "Drop" the book/s someplace public for some lucky reader to find! 
 
5. Snap a picture of your book/s in the wild, and tweet or post to our Facebook 
page with the hashtag #rockthedrop (and we're always on the lookout for any 
dropped books found by others).  
 
It's fun! It's sneaky! It's putting great reads into the hands of unsuspecting readers, 
who could be changed from the experience with a story or a character! It's what 
reading is all about: spreading those words far and wide! 
 
NEWSWORTHY 
 
Look for the Mar/Apr NewsWorthy in a day or two. Ellen and I are working on the 
final layout and proofing. 
 
Happy writing! 
 
Sue and Judi 
 

 


