
November 2013 Cloudy with a Chance of Ideas 
 

 

NEW LOGO 

Thanks to Robyn Waters for the new SCBWI Oregon logo that matches the banner she 
created for us last spring. Isn’t it lovely? 
# 
 

NEW WEBSITE 

The new SCBWI site is live and beautiful! SCBWI Oregon is now there too at 
oregon.scbwi.org. We think you’ll like the new site and our region's pages on the site—
make sure you check them out. We’ll keep our old website www.scbwior.com up 
through the end of the year and then will redirect to the new site. 

Make sure your profile and published books, etc. are up-to-date on the new site. This is 
how info will be pulled for the new Speaker’s Directory and the bookstore. Oh, and you 
can designate the order you want the books and illustrations to show in. Plus, make 
sure you enter your blog URL on your profile. SCBWI is doing a blog roll of member’s 
blogs. At the moment it’s just set up with a few as examples, but it will grow if the 
information is there. To get to your profile, login to the site, and click on MY HOME in 
the upper right hand corner. 

Unfortunately, with new software and websites, there are bugs. If you can’t logged in, 
even after asking for a password reset, email me at sue@scbwior.com.  

The mass email sender is not working yet either—hence we’re using mailchimp. And 
why this didn’t make the first Monday as it is supposed to. (We kept crossing our fingers 
that it would be working.) Unfortunately, we know mailchimp won’t get everyone, but we 
don’t have many other options. 
# 

 



CALL FOR PRESENTERS 

We’re looking for presenters for 2014 for the conference, the retreat, Connections, and 
for critiquers for The Great Critiques. Go to our NEWS page on the new website and 
download the instructions and forms. Applications are due Nov. 30th. 
# 
 

NEW MEMBER TEA and TALK ON QUERIES AND 
COVER LETTERS 

New to SCBWI or just want to get more connected with others? Then this invitation 
is for you. 

Or wishing you had help with writing those query letters and cover letters? Then 
this invitation is also for you. 

It’s a free event on November 9th. Go here for the full details. You can also get to the 
info by clicking on EVENTS or by going to the CALENDAR and choosing Nov. 9th. 
# 

 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 

NEW MEMBER TEA & TALK ON QUERY LETTERS – THIS SATURDAY! Details 
above. 
# 
 
 
THE NEXT LEVEL PROFESSIONAL SERIES 
 
11/16/13 - The Annual Check-Up for Creatives: Making Sure Your Web Presence 
Works for You - Amber Keyser & Mel Barnes 
 
Time:   Doors open at 2:00; Session: 2:30 pm-4pm 
Location: The Annex, Tabor Space, 5441 SE Belmont St., Portland, OR 97215 
No Registration required. 
These events are open to nonmembers too; we hope to entice them into our great 
organization, so invite your friends. 
# 
 
RETREAT – Nov. 21-24, 2014 – SOLD OUT 
 
NOV/DEC NEWSWORTHY DEADLINE – NOV. 30th 



However, if you could get your articles, good news, illustrations to us BEFORE 
Thanksgiving, it would be a big help. Written things go to Sue Ford at 
sue@scbwior.com. Illustrations go to Ellen Dodson at ldodson100@gmail.com.  
 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

Drawing on Imagination: The Art of Children’s Illustration 

Eleven outstanding PAL illustrators will be showcased from December 21, 2013-
January 31, 2014 at the Central Library's Collins Gallery, 801 SW 10th Ave., Portland 
OR. The exhibit, entitled Drawing on Imagination: The Art of Children's Illustration, will 
highlight the illustrators' original work, including sketches, book dummies, finished art 
and published books. An opening reception will take place on Saturday, Dec. 21st from 
12:00-2:00 (NOTE TIME CHANGE) at the Collins Gallery. Participating illustrators will 
speak briefly about their work, and books and prints will be for sale. Light refreshments 
will be served. The reception and show are free and open to all. Hope to see you there! 
# 
 

SCHOLARSHIP! 

 
Wearing Two Hats—An Event for Illustrators Who Write—February 22, 2014 

Open to Newcomers to SCBWI* – joined since March 1, 2012 

Amount: $50 

Next week, check out the details on the News page on the new website: 
http://oregon.scbwi.org. 
(This info will be posted later this week.) 
 
You'll see we're planning other scholarships for 2014, too. 

MEMBER EVENTS 

 
Brownie Groundhog is awake, and she is NOT happy.  
Come see what all the fuss is about! 
 
Suz Blackaby has three appearances coming up for BROWNIE GROUNDHOG AND 
THE WINTRY SURPRISE (Sterling Children' s Books, 2013) 
 
Annie Bloom Books 
Saturday, November 16 at 1 p.m. 
7834 SW Capitol Hwy. 



Multnomah Village 
 
Oregon Historical Society Holiday Cheer 
Sunday, December 1 from Noon to 4 
 
Green Bean Books 
Saturday, December 7 at 1 p.m. 
1600 NE Alberta St. 
Portland 
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Triple Book Launch Party with Hands-On Science Activities 
 
A Children’s Place Bookstore, 4807 NE Fremont Street, Portland 
November 16, 2013, 4 – 6 pm 
 
Join award-winning Portland author Elizabeth Rusch to celebrate the release of her 
three new books with a party complete with refreshments and hands-on activities for the 
whole family. Explore volcanoes, space, and electricity with activities such as floating 
rocks, soda straw rocket, make a crater.  Step into a dark room to light a bulb with static 
electricity. Rusch’s new books are: VOLCANO RISING, for ages 4-10; ERUPTION! 
VOLCANOES AND THE SCIENCE OF SAVING LIVES for ages 10 and up; and 
ELECTRICAL WIZARD: HOW NIKOLA TESLA LIT UP THE WORLD, for Tesla fans of 
all ages (especially kids). Learn more about her work at: www.elizabethrusch.com. 
# 
 

COMING NEXT YEAR 

 
JANUARY THE GREAT CRITIQUE – January 11, 2014 
 
FEBRUARY WEARING TWO HATS – February 22, 2014 
 
MAY CONFERENCE – NEW DAYS – Saturday and Sunday, May 17-18, 2014. Theme 
“Two Truths and a Lie: Game On!” 
# 
 

NONSCBWI EVENT 

 
The Oregon Library Association’s Children’s Services Division is sponsoring a brand new workshop in 

order to help you develop a solid understanding about what makes beginning reader books 

excellent.Without further ado, please allow me to introduce: 



 

2014 Children’s Services Division Mock Geisel Workshop 

Saturday December 14
th

 

9:00 am – 3:30 pm 

Multnomah County Library, Midland Branch 

Click here to 

register: https://ola.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_1525

17 

 

The 2014 CSD Mock Geisel Workshop follows up on the long-standing CSD tradition of offering high 

quality Mock workshops.  This time around, we will be presenting a look at one of the newer ALA Youth 

Awards:  The Theodor Seuss Geisel Award is a book award of the Association for Library Services to 

Children, a division of the American Library Association. It is given annually to the author(s) and 

illustrator(s) of the most distinguished American book for beginning readers published in English in the 

United States during the preceding year. 

 

Join your friends and colleagues from around Oregon for a day of fun and learning! 

 

The morning will include: 

1)      An overview of the experience of serving on the ALA Geisel Committee (provided by Janet Weber, 

2014 Geisel Committee Member) 

2)      A look at how to judge beginning readers using the Geisel Award criteria (provided by Jackie Partch, 

2012 Geisel Committee Member) 

3)      A special presentation on the question of "What Makes a Beginning Reader Excellent from a 

Reading Instruction Perspective" (provided by Reading Specialist Barbara Steinberg, M.Ed) 

The afternoon will be spent in lively discussion of a selection of beginning readers published in 2013, 

followed by a vote to crown the 2014 CSD Mock Geisel!  The real 2014 Geisel Award will be announced 

during the ALA Midwinter Meeting on January 27, 2014. 

 

If you have ever wanted to take a little more time to explore beginning readers and how to turn new 

readers onto books, this is the workshop for you! 

 

Registration Deadline is Sunday, December 8th, 2013.  Cost is $15 or $20 depending on ALA/CSD 

membership status (cost includes lunch) 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions you might have. Best wishes and I hope to see you on 

December 14th!!! 

 

Rick Samuelson, Youth Services Librarian 

Washington County Cooperative Library Services 

111 NE Lincoln, MS 58A 



Hillsboro, OR 97124 

(503) 648-9785 #5 

ricks@wccls.org 
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OPPORTUNITY 

The Poses Family Foundation has partnered with Benetech, the National Center for Learning Disabilities, 

CAST and Orca Book Publishers to launch Story Share: The $50K writing contest to benefit teen and adult 

beginning readers. Story Share seeks to inspire hundreds of writers and educators in the United States 

to author engaging stories with age-appropriate characters and themes for readers ages 13+ who read 

at a beginning or intermediate level.  

 

Please pass along the links to the Story Share site (www.storysharecontest.com) and Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/StoryShare50KContest) to anyone who might be interested in writing a story! 

Writers, teachers, parents, students – anyone with creativity and passion – can enter. The contest is 

open now through December 8, 2013. Winners will be announced in January, 2014. 

With over 20% of US teens and adults lacking fundamental literacy skills, there simply isn’t enough 

compelling and accessible content out there. Thanks in advance for your help to spread the word and 

generate more stories for teens and adults!  

 

Please contact me or Louise Baigelman (lkraft@posesfamilyfoundation.org) with any questions or ideas. 

 

Janet Gronneberg 

jgronneberg@cast.org  

# 
 
Judi and I are so looking forward to the retreat. We wish you a Happy Thanksgiving.  
 
Sue and Judi 
 
 


