
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF IDEAS 
SEPTEMBER 

 
Hi All, 

I cannot believe that summer is almost at an end and fall is on it’s way. I always look forward to this time 
because it means that Retreat is close. This year will be more special than ever. We are trying a new venue 
with several new opportunities and access to editors and agents awarded to all. I hope you all take the 
opportunity to attend. I guarantee you will never regret it! I am not going to repeat all the information, since 
you’ve all heard it before, but will just give you the website to visit if you so choose. 
http://oregon.scbwi.org//events/2014-annual-fall-retreat 

 
NewsWorthy deadline will be here before we know it. Send your good news and newsletter articles to Sue 
at suhligford@gmail.com and your illustrations (fall ones would be great) to Ellen at 
ldodson100@gmail.com by September 30th for the September-October NewsWorthy. 

 
Meet and Greet the Co-RAs 
Meet Judi Gardiner and Sue Ford, Co-RAs, AND other new members. Make friends and connections, find 
out what is going on with SCBWI and in the Oregon region, ask your burning questions. You don’t have to 
be a new member to attend, just be someone with questions. This event will be free, but we’ll ask you to 
RSVP so we have enough goodies. Email invites will come to new members unless they’ve blocked emails 
from SCBWI. 
This will be a great way to come together. Please come and enjoy networking with a fine and fabulous 
community! 

Date/Time 
Date(s) - 09/27/2014 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Location 
TaborSpace, The Annex 
5441 SE Belmont St. - Portland, OR 97215 

  

 
THE NEXT LEVEL PROFESSIONAL SERIES 

The Next Level – September 20th, 2- 4 pm 
Ready to bring your writing and illustration skills to The Next Level? Whether you're plotting a novel or 
perfecting a picture book, SCBWI Oregon’s professional series will give you tools to advance your career.   
Join us on the third Saturday of each month at Tabor Space on 5441 SE Belmont. Doors open at 2:00 pm, 
and speakers start at 2:30. The first session launches in September and the series continues through April 
2015, excluding December—but each talk is different, so don’t miss out! 
This year, however, we will be charging for the event—sorry, we can’t continue to give it to you free. But 
here are your options for the September 20th program: 
1. Purchase a Member Pass for $35 for the pass (nonmembers $50) by Sept. 17th, which gives you all 7 
sessions... (This option will only be available for a couple months.)  
2. Preregister for each TNL event, $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers, by Sept. 17th. 
3. Register at the door and pay $10 for members and $12 for nonmembers. after Sept. 17th. 
Topic: Plot Your Way to Success: Dozens of tips to help you create a book they can't put down 



Learn what every character must have, the key ingredient you want only in books (not real life), and what 
your main character must do by the end of the story.   
Speaker: April Henry 
Go here for full details and to register: http://oregon.scbwi.org/events/the-next-level-professional-series-
april-2014/ (you’ll need to sign in for the member rate). REGISTRATION IS OPEN. 

SE SCHMOOZE 

Time for the first SE Schmooze of the Fall. Rosanne Parry, author of Heart of a Shepard, Second Fiddle 
and Written in Stone to speak on “Finding Gold in your Story, 10 Techniques for Bringing Out the Best in 
Your Story.” 

The Schmooze will be held on Saturday Sept 27 from 12:30 to 2:30 PM at Woodstock Library 6008 SE 
49th Ave. Portland 97206. Everyone is invited. 
CLARK COUNTY SCHMOOZE 

Clark County Schmooze on Saturday, October 4th, 9:30 - noon at the Cascade Park Library. Topic to be 
discussed is: What do you do when you don't feel like writing? https://oregon.scbwi.org/events/clark-
county-schmooze-Oct-2014/ 

NON-SCBWI EVENT 

We just received this letter and thought some of you might like to take advantage of it. The events are free 
and aimed at writers as well as readers. 

We’re SCBWI members from California and it occurred to me that your chapter members might really like 
to know about these upcoming free events. 
  
My name’s Wendelin Van Draanen and I’m the author of more than 30 books for kids and young adult, all 
published through Knopf/Random House. My husband’s (Mark Parsons) first YA novel has just come out. 
We’re presently on a tour of independent bookstores across the USA, and our presentation is as much for 
writers as it is for readers. We talk about the writing process, the publication process, and we try to give 
hope and inspiration to writers, especially those working toward publication. I know as a pre-published 
writer I would have loved to attend something like this. 

The full Fall tour schedule is linked here but the upcoming stop in your region are: 
(9/22 Mt. Shasta, CA Village Books, 5PM) 
9/23 Corvallis, OR The Book Bin, 3PM 
9/23 Salem, OR The Book Bin, 7PM 
9/24 Portland, OR A Children's Place, 6PM 

Well, I think that just about takes care of it. 

Take Care and Hope To See You All Soon!!! 

Judi & Sue 

	  


