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How Volunteers for the Advisory Committee Are Selected 

 

When Judi and I began as Co-Regional Advisors in June 2012, we started our initial 
Advisory Committee. Since the region already had volunteers, we first asked those 

members to take on specific roles on the committee. Other members volunteered for 
yet more roles. To fill roles that were still open, we asked other active regional 

members to participate. 

Going forward, each year after our conference we ask the committee members if 

they want to continue in their roles. Most do, and they remain on the committee. 

However, committee membership does change from time to time for a variety of 

reasons.  

 If a person wants/needs to step down, and the position is still needed, that position is 

filled regardless of the time of year. 

 Sometimes we come up with an idea for a position and seek a member to take it on. 
We either ask specific members we think have the ability to handle the position if they 

are interested, or we put out a call via email, the newsletter or both. (The latter is 

how we recruited our past and current webmaster.) 

 Sometimes a member proposes an idea that requires a new committee position, and 

we say, “do you want to take it on?” If yes, the person joins the committee. 

 If we can’t find a volunteer to head up a position, that position may disappear. 

 Rarely, a committee member isn’t handling his/her responsibility adequately and is 
asked to step down so the position can be filled with someone else. (I had to do this 

only once during my time as RA in Kansas.) 

We choose members for an open position by asking ourselves these questions: 

 Do they have the skills to do the job, or are they willing to learn them? 

 Are they enthusiastic about the position? 

 Have they already shown interest in SCBWI Oregon by volunteering in some smaller 

way? 

 

 

From the Messy Desk of 

the Co-RA 
 

        by Sue Ford 

continued on next page  
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 Do we feel comfortable working with them? (Just being honest here—we’re volunteers 

too, and we need to be able to get along well with people who take on big 

responsibilities.) 

Finally, you do not have to be on the Advisory Committee to volunteer. Volunteers 
are needed to help out at conferences and retreats, and do other tasks behind the 

scenes. If you are (or might be) interested in volunteering, just contact the person 

on the Advisory Committee in charge of a specific role or event. (And if you’re not 
sure who that is you can contact Judi or me.) 

 

 

From the Messy Desk of the Co-RA 

continued from previous page  

Congratulations to our Spring Conference 
Juried Art Show Winners! 

First Place ~ 

Deborah Hocking 

Second Place ~ 

Ellen Beier 

Third Place ~ 

Michelle Berlin 
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For the last two years, Amber Keyser has served on the SCBWI Oregon Advisory 

Committee as the PAL Coordinator to published members of our chapter. She is looking to 

scale back her volunteer commitments in order to focus on forthcoming book projects.  

Over the last few years as PAL Coordinator, she helped develop The Next Level (TNL) 
professional series, coordinated an SCBWI presence at multiple trade shows such as 
Wordstock and the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association, and developed a database of 

member books to use for book promotional activities. 

We so appreciate all she has done! Let Amber know you appreciate 

her to by emailing her at amber.j.keyser@gmail.com. 

Amber grew her job so big, we’ve decided to create a new 
position: The Next Level Coordinator. Kelly Garrett has agreed 

to take that on and will be working with a team to plan these great 
events. You may have already been contacted to give information 

about next year’s TNL. 

Moving forward, we need a successor for the PAL 

Coordinator position. This person would be responsible for: 

(1) interfacing with the Co-Regional Advisors, 

(2) communicating relevant opportunities to PAL members via an  

e-newsletter, and 

(3) coordinate an SCBWI presence at multiple trade shows such as 

Wordstock (not happening in 2014) and the Pacific Northwest 

Booksellers Association. 

Amber is willing to help by maintaining the database of member 

books to use for book promotional activities, and would mentor the 

new PAL Coordinator. If you are interested in more information on 

this position, contact Sue Ford at suhligford@gmail.com.  

Also stepping down from SCBWI Oregon Advisory Committee is 

Dawn Prochovnic, Library Liaison, who has grown this role from 

an idea two years ago into an active position. The Library Liaison 

helps facilitate networking and promotional opportunities between 

SCBWI Oregon members and local school and public librarians. 

Some of her past accomplishments include coordinated booth 

exhibits and/or placement of SCBWI materials at OLA and/or OASL 

conferences, and she met with Multnomah County Library’s Program 

Coordinator to assist with developing a programming vision that 

includes local children’s authors/illustrators. 

Advisory Committee Volunteer  

Changes & Opportunities  

continued on next page  

 

Here’s Kelly’s bio: When 
not writing YA fiction, 

Kelly Garrett spends a 
lot of time playing 

soccer, hiking, and 
exploring Portland 

with her black lab.  One 

area Kelly does not 
excel at is keeping a 

current bio photo, as her 
hair regularly changes 

style and length as if by 

magic.  You can find her 
online 

at garrettkelly.com and 
on twitter as   

@garrett_kelly. Her 

tweets are split between 
writing, the Portland 

Timbers, and bacon. 

mailto:amber.j.keyser@gmail.com
mailto:suhligford@gmail.com
http://garrettkelly.com/
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The Advisory Committee 

Your Co-RAs & IC 

Thanks to Dawn for all she’s done. If you, too, want to express appreciation, email Dawn at 

dawnp@smalltalklearning.com. 

Again, we need a successor for the Library Liaison position. 

This person would be responsible for:  

(1) participating in library-related social media outreach 

(2) working in collaboration with SCBWI Western Washington Library Outreach Coordinator to 

facilitate joint outreach opportunities, and 

(3) collaborating with PAL Coordinator as needed. 

Dawn is willing to continue until we find a new Library Liaison; she will mentor her successor, 

too. If you are interested in more information on the Library Liaison position, contact Judi 

Gardiner at oregon.scbwi.org 

For each of these position we have written job duties. Members of the Advisory Committee are 

under the oversight of the Co-RAs. More information on this will be given to anyone who is 

interested in a position. 

 

 

 

Judith Gardner—Co-Regional Advisor—oregon@scbwi.org 

Sue Ford—Co-Regional Advisor—suhligford@gmail.com  

Barb Herkert—Illustrator Coordinator—barbherkert@gmail.com 

 

 

Amber Keyser—PAL Coordinator—amber.j.keyser@gmail.com OUTGOING  

Carly Cohen—Webmaster—cscohen@gmail.com 

Carol Bloemen—Schmooze Coordinator— bloemen.carol@gmail.com  

Dawn Babb Prochovnic—Library Liaison—dawnp@smalltalklearning.com OUTGOING  

Ellen Dodson—Newsletter Assistant Editor—ldodson100@gmail.com 

Jone MacCulloch—Book Sales—macrush53@yahoo.com 

Kelly Garrett —TNL Coordinator—garrettkelly.com NEW!  

Kim Kasch—Critique Group Coordinator—kimkasch@comcast.net 

Nicole Schreiber—Hospitality/New Member Events—nschreiber@integrity.com  

Robyn Waters—Illustrator At Large—redbirdink@aol.com 

Rosalin Malin—Publicity and/or Facilities Coordinator—rrmalin@gmail.com   

Rosanne Parry—Youth Outreach—rosanneparry@comcast.net  

Volunteer Changes   continued from previous page  

SCBWI OREGON VOLUNTEERS 

http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=img-greengrass&stab=1334000286969#
mailto:bloemen.carol@gmail.com
mailto:dawnp@smalltalklearning.com
mailto:macrush53@yahoo.com
http://garrettkelly.com/
mailto:kasch5@comcast.net
mailto:rosanneparry@comcast.net
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 SCBWI Oregon 2014 Spring 
Conference Quotes & Photos 

“I want to thank you and all the 

coordinators of SCBWIOR for this year's 

fabulous Spring Conference. The new venue 

worked well and the offerings were varied 

and useful. I learned something important 

in every intensive I attended.” 

“It was so 

wonderful 

meeting you 

and I just 

wanted to 

say thank 

you again for 

such a 

wonderful 

conference. 

You have a 

lot of talent in Oregon! Thanks for 

everything. It was one of the best 

conferences I've done :)” -Emily Feinberg 

“Met a lot of new fellow writers this 

conference and as always am blown away 

by what a generous and friendly bunch we 

children's writers are.” 

“Two Most Useful Things Learned  

at the Conference: 1. Give your writing the 

time it needs. 2. Always be gracious and 

not whine.” 

“When asking yourself, "Is this character 

necessary, if the answer is 'maybe,' the 

answer is probably 'no." Also, go through 

your MS and try to eliminate 10 words at a 

time. Great advice.” 

“Martha 

Brockenbough's presentation was most 

useful! And Ruth Musgrave's Rules were 

extremely useful.” 

“Be courageous. Leave breathing room in 

my images.” 

“The MS submission to an 

agent/editor is the way to go. 

And the opportunity to submit 

later to agents and houses 

that are closed to submissions 

are still the reason to attend 

overall.” 

“Creating characters using the 

seven deadly sins (Rosanne 

Parry's workshop)” 

“1. It is worthwhile to attend this 

conference.  2. Keep writing but also to 

take the 

next step.” 

“Personally-had an awesome critique and 
feel I know how to go forward with my ms. 
more generally, that people can be 

continued on next page  

Laura Byrd and Ruth Musgrave 
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 SCBWI Oregon Spring Conference Quotes  
EVENTS  

successful in this field!” 

Comments on Specific Workshops/Presentations on SATURDAY 

“I was present for both of Lucy Cummins' and John 

Rocco’s sessions. They are two of the most 

knowledgeable people I've ever seen, no exaggeration. I 

was blown away by both of them.” 

“Emily Mitchell did a good job demystifying the concept 

of ‘voice.’ Sara Ryan got me very excited about graphic 

novels, a medium I've always been curious about.  I wish 

I could have taped Martha Brockenbrough's session so I 

could replay it to myself whenever I need inspiration and 

encouragement.” 

“The poetry workshop was very hands-on, and Susan 

Blackaby gave us a wealth of info on how to get our 

creative minds working. I'm already using some of those 

techniques.” 

“Heidi Schulz made her presentation into a 

workshop which I found to be particularly helpful and 

satisfying.” 

“I particularly loved Graham Salisbury. Such a 

story and so much heart!” 

“Bree Ogden was provided very concrete, helpful 

information about query letters and what agents truly 

want to see.” 

“Ruth Musgrave provided useful information about 

editing, along with obstacles she has overcome - she 

was a great model for thick skin and persistence.” 

“The session on the relationship between author and 

agent was charming and very useful. The session on 

how to write a query letter was extremely 

helpful.” (Heidi S and Brooks Sherman) 

“all the sessions I attended provided me with a several golden nuggets and ‘ah ha’s!!!” 

continued from previous page  

continued on next page  

Heidi Schulz and Brooks Sherman 
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“PB Characters with Stephanie Pitts-good 

chance to acquaint self with this editor and 

where her likes and dislikes lie.” 

Comments on Sunday Intensives 

“I went to Jacket or Spread, What makes a 

good picture book, and Queries. They were 

all incredible and I learned SO much. I 

would go to all of them again in a 

heartbeat.” 

“Putting Story in Order—Emily Mitchell; 

another great workshop with lots of 

accessible info.” 

“Fantasy and Magic - Susan Dobinick - 

very interesting and helpful.” 

“All the Sunday intensives I attended were 

wonderful. I did all YA sessions except for 

going to the Middle Grade Fantasy session—

which was excellent. It was nice to have 

something that related to my genre—

fantasy.” 

“I thought the two I attended (Sibling 

relationships and the first 500 words) were 

excellent, but I thought they were too long. 

90 

minutes would have been adequate so that 

we could have ended the conference by 

5:00 pm.” 

“Lucy Cummins -- assignment spreads 

and jacket covers. She went thru each 

entry, asked what we were told to correct in 

our sketch (I should of brought my original 

sketch with me ) anyway, she commented 

on each piece, we could ask questions.” 

Editors note: For every batch of positive 

comments, there was often one negative 

continued from previous page  

continued on next page  

Ruth Musgrave and Rosanne Parry 

Stephanie Pitts, Emily Feinberg, Susan Dobinick 

Kelly Garrett, Cidney Swanson, Robin Herrera 



9 May/June 2014 

 

SCBWI Oregon 

NewsWorthy 

 SCBWI Oregon Spring Conference Quotes  
EVENTS  

comment as well. Just shows that reactions to conference 

sessions are as subjective as responses to our work. 

Show and Tell First Pages/First Glance/Queries on Sunday 

“I was a Query reader. It was incredibly helpful.” 

“I had a great experience this year and a not great experience 

last year. I wouldn't like to 

see these go away. They're a 

professional and educational 

opportunity and I was asked 

to send pages of my ms. as 

the result of this year's.” 

“I was in the first glance 

session and the information I 

got from John and Lucy was 

invaluable! It will take me a 

while to process all of it, but 

it was soooo helpful.” 

“I found the feedback very useful (I was just a listener). Though 

when I've done these in the past, it's been anonymous, and I 

actually participated. I wonder if anonymous would be better? 

Although there were still plenty of people who participated, so 

maybe that's not necessary. I don't know...I just wonder if that's 

been considered.” 

“I think sitting in small groups with a 

faculty member facilitating might work 

better. I'm used to the format that was 

used, but ready for a change. I felt badly 

for people who read rhyme.” 

“I love the first page sessions. In fact, I 

got more out of that than I did from my 

critique. Please don't get rid of this, 

because this session completely 

transformed my story's beginning. If I'd 

only gone by my critique alone, I wouldn't 

continued from previous page  

continued on next page  

Jamie Zeppetella 

and Judi Gardiner 

Gretchen McClellan, Deb 

Cushman and a nice lady whose 

name tag we can’t read... 

Lucy Cummins and 

Brooks Sherman 

Barbara Liles, Julia 

Karlinsky-Tikhonov, 

Robyn Waters 

One of our 

few 

gentleman 

attendees 

and 

Carolyn 

Conahan 
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 SCBWI Oregon Spring Conference Quotes  
EVENTS  

have changed a thing. I wouldn't have 

known anything needed changing. She 

barely commented on my work. Focusing  

only on the first page forces people to really 

look at it. It also boosted my confidence 

after having my book shot down in the 

critique, when the panel members said it 

had great potential. So please, please, 

please, don't take this feature away.” 

“I got the most out of this session from any 

of the others.” 

“This was the first time I did the manuscript 

portion. I felt it was very great because you 

received 3 critiques from the panel, and 1 

from all the others in the room for a total of 

20 critiques !!!! Where can you have that , 

speaking can be a little nervous, but gets 

better in time.” 

Manuscript Consultation and/or  

Portfolio 

Reviews 

“The amount of 

feedback and the 

quality was 

fantastic. I'd 

forgotten that 

SCBWI uses 

sheets 

encouraging 

specific feedback. 

I'm sure it's time 

consuming for 

critique-ers, but wow! What a great way to 

organize the 15 minutes. Much preferred 

over more "open" formats I've experienced 

at other cons.” 

“My reviewer was Emily Feinberg and she 

was very helpful, thorough, constructive, 

honest and kind. I know that paid critiques 

often cost twice as much, so I definitely feel 

I got more than my monies worth.” 

“I think that I was told correct information 

about my work in a constructive way.” 

“This was a positive experience. I had 

continued from previous page  

continued on next page  

Sue Ford and Judi Gardiner 

Emily Mitchell and Emily Feinberg 

Stephanie Pitts 
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Brooks Sherman for my consultation, and he had very 

specific feedback and suggestions for me. It gave me a good 

sense of how to move forward with my manuscript.” 

“Even though the editor told me she hated it, I still learned 

valuable lessons. 1) make sure to include my vision for my 

novel in my cover letter. 2) I need to add more depth to my 

beginning, 3) This critique is only one person's opinion. And 

don't worry. I didn't spend hours in the bathroom pouring 

tears onto my smudged pages. I didn't throw my manuscript 

on the floor and stomp on it. I didn't punch a wall, either, 

even though I'd wanted to. Instead, I said, ‘Thank you for all 

your help.’ And I smiled at her frown. Then immediately 

following her harsh words, I stood up in front of a room and 

read my first page with gusto. So, it wasn't a negative 

experience. In fact, I'd had so many complimentary consultations before this, I knew I had 

to run into a critical one eventually. I feel like I learn more from the critical ones anyway. 

Not everyone will love my story. Not everyone will pick this book up. So if I encounter those 

who hate the voice, or hate the story, then I can find out why and maybe think of them, 

too, when I am revising this novel. Because the more I run into those who don't like my 

writing, the more I'll change. The more I'll grow. And the more I will be able to write 

something that even those who hate it will like. So I 

had a positive experience, and I grew as a writer.” 

Thoughts on the Juried Art Show 

“I always love the art show.  It is both inspiring and 

humbling.” 

“It was great to have so much room and have it be so 

accessible to everyone. I think more people got to 

look at the portfolios than ever before--which is our 

ego-driven dream come true!” 

“The art was great as usual.  I think explaining to us 

how it works (I might have missed it) would be 

helpful.” 

As of May 30th, 75 people participated in the 
survey, which we’ll be using to help plan next 

year’s conference. If you attended the conference, but have not yet participated in 

the survey, you still can. Go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PH29Z77 

continued from previous page  

Susan Blackaby 

John Rocco and Martha Brockenbrough 

hamming it up! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PH29Z77
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ARTISTS,  

We’d love to show off your 

illustrations in upcoming 

newsletters! 

For our next issue send spring/

summer artwork to Ellen 

Dodson at 

ldodson100@gmail.com 

Illustrators? Do you 

have your images in the 

scbwi.org illustrator 

gallery?  

It’s up to you to put 

them there! 

 

Illustration by Mark Fearing 

 

Did you know we have an SCBWI 
Oregon facebook page?  

 

If you're on facebook, you can 

either search for SCBWI Oregon, 
or go here:  

https://www.facebook.com/
SCBWIOregon.  

 

“Like every beginner,  

I thought you could beat, pummel, and thrash an idea into existence.   

Under such treatment, of course, any decent idea folds up its paws,  

turns on its back, fixes its eyes on eternity and dies.”  

-Ray Bradbury 

https://www.facebook.com/SCBWIOregon
https://www.facebook.com/SCBWIOregon
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     Constructing a good story is an indispensable skill—no doubt about it. But it must go 

hand in hand with the other indispensable skill: editing. Can you imagine a sculptor chiseling 
away at a block of granite until it starts to resemble a horse, then calling an art dealer and 

saying, “Look at this wonderful horse I’ve begun. Will you finish it for me and sell it for a lot 
of money?” Hardly. Think of your first draft as that beginning sculpture—wonderful 

possibility, but not a horse yet. 

     Happily, editing is a learned skill, not a genetic one.  How to begin? First is attitude: 
after giving your right brain free rein, hop over to the left side of your brain and regard your 

work dispassionately. Easier said than done, of course, but not impossible. It helps to set 
your draft aside for a couple of weeks, or more, and work on something else before going 
back to it.  Next: book learning. One guide I find especially helpful for novels is Self-Editing 

for Fiction Writers, by Renni Browne and Dave King, but there are many others. There are 

also guides for writing picture books. Look for one that “fits” you. 

     Read read read, and study books you love to see how published writers write (and in 
some instances, how their writing might have been even better).  If you are writing picture 
books, focus on recent releases and note the economy of words, how much is omitted from 

the text that shows in the pictures. Also look for information on the internet—good places to 
start include the SCBWI webpage at www.scbwi.org, the webpages of Darcy Pattison at 

www.darcypattison.com, and the webpages of Harold Underdown at http://

www.underdown.org/  

       And finally, praise your keyboard’s “Delete” key, your new best friend. 

 

 

“I love deadlines. I like the whooshing sound they 

make as they fly by.” - Douglas Adams  

In Praise of the  Key 

by Lynne Wikoff 

Lynne Wikoff has been a social worker, a newspaper columnist 

on parenting, a corporate communications director, and a 

freelance writer and editor, but nothing has given her more 

pleasure than writing (and reading) books for children.  She has 

published three picture books with a regional publisher (although 

she thinks she’s really a novel writer), and recently moved to the 

Lake Oswego from Honolulu, where she was Regional Advisor for 

SCBWI Hawaii for twelve years. 

http://www.scbwi.org
http://www.darcypattison.com
http://www.underdown.org/
http://www.underdown.org/
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Another chance for writers to be 
mentored and critiqued by a 
professional and their peers.  
This will be our fourth Great 

Critique and attendees 
love them. 

 

When:  July 26, 2014 from 9:30 to Noon 

Location:  The Dining Room, TaborSpace, 5441 SE Belmont St, Portland, OR 

97215 

Time:  9:30 to noon. First half hour networking, with coffee and donuts, and 

then from 10:00 to 12:00 critique session. 

REGISTRATION OPENED JUNE 1ST – go here to register: http://

oregon.scbwi.org//events/the-great-critique-2/   

Questions? Contact Kim Kasch, kasch5@comcast.net 

ATTENTION from TaborSpace management:  Parking has become a concern for our 
neighbors. Please park in the TaborSpace parking lot on SE 54th.  If the lot is full, 

be very considerate of neighbors' driveways when parking on the street. 

Never been in a critique group? Wish you could be critiqued by someone who is ahead of 
you in the publishing game? Want to strengthen your work? Need a fresh set of eyes and 

ears on that oft-revised piece? Want to have your manuscript or portfolio ready for the Fall 
Retreat? This is your chance. A published writer or illustrator will lead each small group. 

You'll also hear or see others' work and get feedback from your peers. Plus you'll learn from 

the comments by the critique leader about the work of others. 

"Can’t imagine sitting with a group of strangers and reading your manuscript aloud? It 

should be harder to imagine sending an untried, unedited, unrevised bit of your soul out on 

submission!" – Jennifer C. Bailey, children's writer and social media expert  

Cost: 

SCBWI members - $10.00 (That's less than the price of a Friday night movie!) 

Nonmembers - $15.00 (If you bought refreshments, your movie night would cost way 

more!) 

No refunds after July 15th.  REGISTRATION CLOSES ON June 25th at midnight! 

Sizzling Summer  
Session  

with another  
Great Critique! 

EVENTS  
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mailto:kasch5@comcast.net
http://www.jennbailey.com
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How it will work for Writers: 

1. Sign up now with the kind of manuscript you'll be 
bringing. You may bring a maximum of five double-spaced 

pages or 1200 words. DO NOT bring more. Use standard 
manuscript format, which means your first page will not be 

a full page. For picture books, we suggest you bring no 

more than 750 words. 

2. We will do our best to place you in a group of 5 or 6 

peers who write in the same genre and with a published 

author who writes in that genre. 

3. We'll let you know how many copies of your manuscript to bring to the meeting. 

4. We'll also send you some basic critique group guidelines. 

5. At the meeting each of you will have a chance to pass your work around to your group 

and read it aloud. 

6. Each person in the group will make notes on your manuscript as you read. They'll write 

down what they like, mark errors they see, indicate where they are confused or what 

doesn't work for them. 

7. The professional writer will verbally critique your work. If time, other participants may 

comment. 

8. You'll receive your copies with written comments from each one in your group. Take them 

home and let the ideas simmer. 

9. You might even make some new friends or find those to form a critique group. 

"Can’t imagine sitting with a group of strangers and reading your manuscript aloud? It 

should be harder to imagine sending an untried, unedited, unrevised bit of your soul out on 

submission!" – Jennifer C. Bailey, children's writer and social media expert 

How it will work for Illustrators: 

1. Sign up now to indicate that you are bringing up to 5 of your best portfolio pieces. 

2. We will place you in a group of 5 peers and a published illustrator. 

3. Bring 1 color copy of each illustration for the professional. DO NOT BRING ORIGINALS - 

these copies will be written on!* 

4. Bring 5 black and white copies of each illustration for your peers. If images are small, you 
may put more than one per page. DO NOT BRING ORIGINALS - these copies will be written 

on!* 

5. We'll also send you some basic critique group guidelines. 

6. At the meeting each of you will have a chance to pass your work around to your group. 

You might want to share what media you used for each image. 

7. Each person in the group will make notes on your illustrations. They'll write down what 

they like, mark errors they see, indicate what doesn't work for them. 

EVENTS  
continued from previous page    
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7. The professional writer will verbally critique your 

work. If time, other participants may comment. 

8. You'll receive your copies with written comments 

from each one in your group. Take them home and let 

the ideas simmer. 

9. You might even make some new friends or find 

those to form a critique group. 

*Either leave some white space around your 

illustration(s) for comments or comments may be 

written on the back. 

 

Author Bios: 

 

Stephanie Shaw is an Oregon native who completed her Bachelor of Science degree in 

Education at Oregon State University and her Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology 
at Lewis and Clark College. Her career has included being a teacher of 

children with severe emotional disabilities, school counseling and school 

administration. 

 A member of SCBWI since 2008, she may be known best for 

dubbing the writing world The Bi-Polar Express for the depths of self-
doubt and the peaks of reward through with authors and illustrators 

travel. 

 As a picture book author, Stephanie’s books range from quiet 
to quirky, poetry to prose. Her books include: BEDTIME IN THE 

MEADOW, Tiger Tales, 2013, A COOKIE FOR SANTA, Sleeping Bear Press, 2014, 
OWLET FALLS ASLEEP, Tiger Tales, 2015, THE LEGEND OF THE BEAVER, Sleeping Bear 

Press, 2015, FAWN (working title), Tiger Tales/Little Tiger (2016), MOO LA LA! Simon and 

Schuster UK (TK) 

She is a contributor to HIGHLIGHTS FOR CHILDREN and OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC FOR 

KIDS. 

Website:  www.stephanieshawauthor.com 

 

Ruth A. Musgrave is an award-winning writer, educator, 

and naturalist known for her entertaining and creative 
approach to animal science. She is the author of seven 
books including EVERYTHING SHARKS (National 

Geographic Kids, 2011) and co-author of ULTIMATE 
WEIRD BUT TRUE (National Geographic Children's 

Books). Musgrave is a frequent contributor to National 
Geographic Kids Magazine and other children's 

EVENTS  
continued from previous page    
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publications. In the last decade, she honed her self-editing skills by researching and writing 

about more than 300 animals for 100-plus published projects. Her next book MY PET 

ADVENTURE, a National Geographic Kids Funny Fill-Ins book, is due out June 2014. 

 

 

Ripley Patton lives in Portland, Oregon with one cat, two teenagers, and 

a man who wants to live on a boat. She is an award-winning short story 
writer and author of THE PSS CHRONICLES, a young adult paranormal 
thriller series. While living in New Zealand for five years, Ripley founded 

SpecFicNZ, the national association for writers of speculative fiction in 
and from New Zealand. She is also an active member of BroadUniverse, 

the Northwest Independent Writers Association, and has taught 

workshops on Flash Fiction, Guerrilla Marketing, and Crowdfunding.   

To find out more about Ripley and her work, be sure to check out her 

website at http://www.ripleypatton.com/ 

 

 
Gretchen Brandenburg McLellan is a reading specialist and 

writer.  She is looking forward to holding her first two picture books in 
her hands: WHEN YOUR DADDY’S A SOLDIER with Beach Lane 
and LEAVING MRS McBEE, ROOM 3 with Peachtree.  Dedicated to her 

critique group, she loves the privilege of being invited into other’s 
work. Thanks for this opportunity to be welcomed into yours at The 

Great Critique. 

 

 

April Henry is the New York Times-bestselling author of over a dozen 
mysteries and thrillers for teens and adults. Her books include GIRL, 

STOLEN, which has been on nine state reading lists and optioned for film, 
and THE BODY IN THE WOODS, the first in the new Point Last Seen series. 
Her website is: http://AprilHenryMysteries.com. In 2014, look for THE 

BODY IN THE WOODS and A DEADLY BUSINESS 

 

 
Estela Bernal is a military veteran, a former teacher and social 
worker, as well as a member of the Rose City Writers and SCBWI. She writes 

multicultural stories about universal issues for MG and YA readers.  A native 
Texan and long-time Californian, she now lives in Portland, OR.  Her debut 

novel (CAN YOU SEE ME NOW?) was published by the University of Houston’s 
Arte Público Press in May 2014.   
 

 

EVENTS  
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Linda Zuckerman has been an editor of children’s books for more than 40 

years. She has held executive editorial positions at Viking, HarperCollins 
and at Harcourt, where she was the editorial director of her own imprint, 

Browndeer Press. During her lengthy career she has edited many 
outstanding books for children, including three that received the Caldecott 
Medal and two that were awarded Newbery Honor citations. She was the 

originator and director of the Pacific Northwest Children’s Book 
Conference, sponsored by Portland State University and held on the 

Reed College campus in Portland, Ore. In addition, she is the author of a 
picture book, I WILL HOLD YOU ‘TIL YOU SLEEP, illustrated by Jon J 
Muth, and a young adult novel, A TASTE FOR RABBIT, which was a 

2008 Oregon Book Award winner. Both were published by Arthur A. 
Levine Books/ Scholastic. Linda has been an editorial consultant since 1999. Her 

insights into the challenges and satisfactions of writing and illustrating for children are 
informed by her many years as an editor and her more recent, first-hand experiences as a 
writer and published author.  

EVENTS  
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New Connections Representative in Eugene 

Cidney Swanson has stepped up to plan events in Eugene through our Connections program. 

Meet her through her bio below and look forward to some kind of Eugene event organized by 

Cidney soon. 

About Cidney: 

Cidney Swanson is a full-time writer of Young Adult Sci-Fi and Fantasy including The Rippler 

Series and The Saving Mars Series. SAVING MARS was named to Kirkus Reviews Best of 2012 

and was an honor book for the SCBWI Spark Award. When she’s not writing, Cidney is 

distracted by shiny things such as books with raised foil covers, macarons in jars, and stars set 

against an inky night sky.  

She is conversant in the following geekdoms: Star Trek, Shakespeare, and Ballet. Cidney is a 

popular speaker at schools and conferences where she encourages audiences to laugh both at 

and with her. She lives in Eugene, Oregon with her husband, three kids, two cats, a dog, and 

entirely too much rain. 

WATCH THE WEBSITE FOR INFO ON 

OUR ILLUSTRATOR CIRTIQUER! 
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What is a schmooze? Read the details on our 
webpage: http://oregon.scbwi.org/schmooze/ 
and see what’s happening at these ones on 

this page and the next. 
 

 Talk to Carol Bloemen at 
bloemen.carol@gmail.com  
if you’d like to plan one. 

 

 

Clark County Schmooze 
 

You are invited to join us north of the border! The Clark 
County Schmooze meets monthly on the first Saturday 

from 9:30am to noon. A typical schmooze includes time to 
share successes and struggles, along with a monthly 

discussion topic. Upcoming topics include: 
 

June 7: How do you keep track of submissions? 

July 12: Bring your favorite first paragraphs from books/articles to share 
August 2: Share your favorite writing blogs/websites 

September 6: What I did this summer! (share about conferences and other writing 
events you attended) 
 

We meet in the Conference Room at the Cascade Park Library, 600 NE 136th Ave, 
Vancouver, WA 98684. Go past the Community Room, into the library itself, and turn left at 

the front desk. Go past the videos and the glassed-in meeting rooms and turn left again at 
the "hallway." The Conference Room will be straight ahead. If you pass YA, you've gone too 
far! 

 
Call Christy Peterson at 360-904-8000 if you have questions or need more detailed 

directions. 
 

Schmooze Recap 
 

SE Portland Schmooze on May 10th 
 
Many thanks to Kim Kasch for organizing the Schmooze and Many Many thanks to Damon 

Eckoff for explaining about websites, what they are, how to make them and what domains 

to go through. Damon took the mystery out of making a website. He gave examples of how 

to set a site up, how to make a plan for the site, and how to organize the content.  It was a 

fun and worthwhile Schmooze. 

logs by Jamie Zeppetella  

http://oregon.scbwi.org/schmooze/
mailto:bloemen.carol@gmail.com
tel:360-904-8000
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On April 19th, we concluded our professional series, THE 

NEXT LEVEL, with a session by Kiersi Burkhart on using 
Scrivener*, a novel writing program, to streamline the 

process of writing a book. Many attendees had their laptops 
open and were busily test-driving the techniques Kiersi 
showed us for maximizing the power of this program.  

 
She gave us a tour of the binder, workspace, and inspector 

portions of Scrivener and asked us to think about our work flow while writing. Scrivener can 
organize your research, help generate character sketches, and handles all kinds of free-form 
pre-writing. The program is quite flexible and can be used in different ways depending on 

your needs. 
 

Within the workspace, Kiersi introduced us to the key concept of Scrivenings, which can be a 
whole manuscript, a series of chapters, or individual scenes. In short, you can work on your 
project in whatever size chunks you like. For the plotter amongst us, Scrivener has an 

outlining feature which can handle any level of detail, and when revision is at hand, the 
corkboard feature allows you to moves scenes in the blink of an eye.  

 
During the nitty-gritty writing time, the look and feel of Scrivener can be customized. Maybe 

you want to look at a character’s photo reference when drafting a key scene. No problem. 
Perhaps you are going for a dark and eerie tone during a pivotal chapter. Scrivener lets you 
give the page a spooky look. And if you need to look at multiple parts of a document at one 

time, that’s no problem either. Scrivener’s got you covered.  
 

On the more technical side, there are feature to set goals and track word counts. It’s also 
easy to save multiple drafts, compare versions, roll back to previous iterations, add revision 
notes, and autosync to Dropbox for the added security of knowing that you are not going to 

lose a bunch of your book due to a computer glitch.  
 

By the end of the program, our heads will full of possibilities, and I think most of us believed 
Kiersi when she said, “Scrivener wants to make you happy.” 
 

*Scrivener is available from Literature and Latte (www.literatureandlatte.com) for $45. 
 

Kiersi Burkhart writes middle grade and YA fiction. Her constant enthusiasm makes pretty 
much everything more fun! Find out more on her blog (prolificnovelista.com) or bug her on 
Twitter (@kiersi). 

 
Co-organizer Kelly Garrett has collected useful Scrivener links on her website (http://

garrettkelly.com/scrivener-how-tos/). You can find her on Twitter too (@garrett_kelly). 

EVENTS  

continued on next page 

The Next Level Recap 

Scrivener Secrets with Kiersi Burkhart 
 

by Amber J. Keyser 

http://www.literatureandlatte.com/
http://garrettkelly.com/scrivener-how-tos/
http://garrettkelly.com/scrivener-how-tos/
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We’d like to express our gratitude to the organizers of the series, Amber Keyser, Kelly 

Garrett, Kiersi Burkhart, and Bonni Goldberg. And a huge thank you goes out to 
everyone who attended THE NEXT LEVEL. Your enthusiasm about the series ensures its 

continuation. Look for updates on the 2014-2015 line-up soon on the SCBWI Oregon 
website (http://oregon.scbwi.org).  

Last year this program was funded by profits made at the conference—this year because of the loss 

due to low registration, TNL will have to pay for itself with registration fees. More info soon! 

EVENTS  
  

The Next Level—A BIG THANKS! 

Step Off the Page: An Exploration of Voice 

and 

The Business of Kid Lit: Finding Your Place 

with AMBER J. KEYSER 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2014 

Ashland Public Library • 1:00 to 4:00 pm • 410 Siskiyou 

Blvd. 

There’s still time to register for this three-hour workshop hosted by the 

SCBWI Oregon Rogue Valley Connections. For complete details and to 

register go to: http://oregon.scbwi.org/events/connections-step-off-the-page  

Questions? Contact Richard Seidman at truehome@jeffnet.org 

Amber J. Keyser is the 

author of a picture book, 

AN ALGONQUIN HEART 

SONG: PADDLE MY 

OWN CANOE, two 

graphic novels about 

science, THE BASICS 

OF CELL LIFE WITH 

MAX AXIOM, and 

DECODING GENES 

WITH MAX AXIOM, as 

well as a photo-illustrated 

nonfiction title, 

ANATOMY OF A 

PANDEMIC. Forthcoming 

titles include SNEAKERS 

UNLACED, a social 

history from Twenty-First 

Century Books (2015), 

THE HUNT FOR MARA 

LAYIL, a transmedia 

novel from Relium Media

(2015), and THE V-

WORD, an anthology of 

personal essays from 

Beyond Words (2016). 

SCBWI Retreat $cholarship Deadline 
 

The deadline to apply for a scholarship towards the October retreat 
is fast approaching. Two scholarships of $50 are available. One is 

open to Newcomers to SCBWI (members residing in Oregon or 
Clark County, Washington only) and the other is open to any SCBWI 

member residing in the same area. Deadline is July 1, 2014. Here’s 
a direct link: http://oregon.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/67/
files/2013/11/2014-Scholarship-Application-and-Instructions.pdf or 

you can see links on the front page of our website: http://

oregon.scbwi.org  

http://oregon.scbwi.org/events/connections-step-off-the-page
mailto:truehome@jeffnet.org
http://oregon.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/67/files/2013/11/2014-Scholarship-Application-and-Instructions.pdf
http://oregon.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/67/files/2013/11/2014-Scholarship-Application-and-Instructions.pdf
http://oregon.scbwi.org
http://oregon.scbwi.org
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SCBWI Western Washington & 
SCBWI Oregon Illustrators Retreat 

Mark Your Calendars for our first-ever joint-chapter Illustrator Retreat!  It’s October 3-5, 

2014 at the Dumas Retreat Centre in Federal Way, Washington http://dumasbaycentre.com 

Join acclaimed illustrators Kelly Murphy http://www.kelmurphy.com and Sergio Ruzzier 

http://www.ruzzier.com for a chance to hone your craft, enjoy excellent company, and relax in 
the beauty of Puget Sound.  Registration will begin in the early summer, so watch your inboxes 

for more information. 

2013-2014 Releases 

Last month SCBWI Oregon printed a 
full color flyer listing 2013-2014 

releases by our PAL members and 

mailed it to 127 independent 
bookstores. A huge shout-out goes to 

Casey Nye-Herrington and Brenda 
Niman for helping stuff envelopes. 

And thanks to Amber Keyser for 
collecting the information and 

formatting and printing the flyer. You 
can download a pdf of it here:  

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/
u/14592261/PAL%20New%

20Books%202013_2014_March.pdf 

Feel free to share widely! 

Upcoming Events 
You can always find out what is going 

on by going to our website: 

oregon.scbwi.org and looking at the 

events calendar on the front page. 

What’s coming soon is listed below the 

calendar and each calendar date that 

has an event is highlighted. Both are 

clickable links. 

 

Want events in your area?  
Contact Sue Ford, 

suhligford@gmail.com 

http://dumasbaycentre.com
http://www.kelmurphy.com/
http://www.ruzzier.com
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/14592261/PAL%20New%20Books%202013_2014_March.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/14592261/PAL%20New%20Books%202013_2014_March.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/14592261/PAL%20New%20Books%202013_2014_March.pdf
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Looking for The League of  
Exceptional Writers Presenters 

The League of Exceptional Writers is a free mentoring program sponsored by the Oregon 

SCBWI and Powells. Our goal is to help avid young writers and illustrators find their fellow 
book people and learn about the business and craft of making books. Our past mentors 

have included authors, illustrators, poets, comic book and graphic novel artists, editors 
and literary agents. They’ve presented League meetings on everything from how book 

cover art is chosen to how to write a hilarious scene or a drop dead scary one.  

Every participating mentor will appear on a flyer sent out to schools and libraries all over 
the region. They will be put on Powells’ online calendar and Powells will order in a copy of 

your book to feature during the presentation. SCBWI Oregon offers a $100 honorarium for 
a mentor. Our league members especially love it when 2 writers present together so you 

are very welcome to propose a team presentation. 

When: Second Saturdays from October to May at 2pm  

Where: The Cedar Hills Crossing Powells  3415 SW Cedar Hills Blvd. Beaverton, Oregon  

Who: Young avid writers between the ages of 8 and 18 are invited. In practice most of 

them are between the ages of 10 and 16.  

The calendar for the 2014-15 school year will be: 

Oct 11     Feb 14  

Nov 8      Mar 14  

Dec 13    Apr 11  

Jan 10     May 9  

Contact Rosanne Parry, rosanneparry@comcast.net 

EVENTS  

“Where the authors of today 

connect with the authors of 

tomorrow.” 

 

“The barriers are not erected which can 

say to [aspiring] talents and industry, 

“Thus far and no farther.”  
 

― Ludwig van Beethoven  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/40589.Ludwig_van_Beethoven
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 From the Drawing Board        

When I began to collaborate on a series of pieces with my dear friend, printmaker Christine 

Wolf, I had no idea it would dramatically change my illustration process.  She taught me 

about monotypes and inspired me to start drawing directly on top of the print itself. 

 

I typically work in colored pencil on pastel or other tinted paper to help 
establish my palette with a unifying hue. Using the monotype as a 

background adds an atmospheric quality and depth to my illustrations 

that wasn’t possible with store bought papers. 

 

Simply described, a monotype is the transfer 
of ink from a plate to the paper surface that 

will become the finished art. For my 
purposes, I paint a plexiglass plate with 

ink, smooth a sheet of paper facedown on 
top of it and crank it through the press. 

There is nothing more magical then peeling the paper 

away from the plate and watching the print revealed.  

 

After the print is dry, I slowly build up layers of colored pencil 
on the surface. I think the large gestural quality of the background is 

a good balance to my use of strong linework and tighter rendering style. 
Most importantly, I feel that using the monotype helps create a world 

unique to my characters and story. 

 

 

by Author/Illustrator 

Sheryl Murray 

 

Sheryl Murray is an illustrator and 

writer living in Portland with her two 

lovely daughters and a head full of 

lively characters. You can learn more 

about Sheryl and view her work at 

www.sherylmurray.com.  

http://www.sherylmurray.com
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Barbara Herkert’s picture book 

biography, A BOY, A MOUSE, AND A 

SPIDER: The Story of E.B. White, will be 

published by Christy Ottaviano Books 

(Henry Holt)! 

 

Did you see the cover of THE CURE FOR DREAMING by Cat Winters, which is 
coming out in October? The designer is Maria T. Middleton, who spoke at 

our 2013 SCBWI Oregon conference. You can find the exclusive reveal and 
the official synopsis, at http://www.twochicksonbooks.com/2014/04/
exclusive-cover-reveal-cure-for.html. The novel is coming 10/14/14 from 

Amulet Books. 

 

Bryn Flemming’s middle grade book CASSIE AND 

JASPER TO THE RESCUE (Westwinds) is now out. 

 

Trudy Ludwig had a new book come out in May. GIFTS FROM THE 

ENEMY (White Cloud Press) is illustrated by Craig 

Orback, one of our SCBWI members to the north. 

Look what Kirkus says, "...deeply moving .... Even 

the smallest details of the story are haunting." -

Kirkus Reviews 

 

Oops, we missed announcing this one. New 

member Robin Herrera had her book HOPE IS A 

FERRIS WHEEL, Amulet come out in March. 

 

Lee White is illustrating Martha Brockenbrough's LOVE, SANTA (Arthur 

A. Levine Books) for publication in Fall 2016. (If you attended the 

conference, you may have met Martha on our faculty.) Martha is another 

of our neighbors to the north. 

GOOD “GNUS” 

continued on next page  

Image courtesy of morguefile.com 

http://www.twochicksonbooks.com/2014/04/exclusive-cover-reveal-cure-for.html
http://www.twochicksonbooks.com/2014/04/exclusive-cover-reveal-cure-for.html
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Rotem Moscovich at Disney-Hyperion has acquired HOOK'S REVENGE: THE PIRATE CODE by 

Heidi Schulz, sequel to her September 2014 middle-grade adventure HOOK'S REVENGE. 

The book continues the Neverland adventures of Captain Hook's daughter, Jocelyn, as she 

competes with a malevolent pirate captain to find her deceased father's treasure. Publication 

is scheduled for fall 2015; Brooks Sherman from the Bent Agency did the deal for world 

English rights. 

 Richard Seidman is happy to announce that his early middle grade 

novel, WORLD CUP MOUSE, has just been published and is available as a 

print book, ebook, and audio book. You can check it out at http://

richardseidman.com or on Amazon. 

REVIEWS 

This time a cover review. A Reader of fictions (http://

readeroffictions.com/ ) has “Cover Snark” entries. 

Here are the thoughts on Fonda Lee’s book 

ZEROBOXER: “…I am actually intrigued by this cover. 

What is the strange winged thing? Is it sensical in 

context? I must know!” 

AWARD NOMINATIONS 

The Oregon Spirit Book Award finalists who are SCBWI Oregon members are: 

Picture Books:  

Knit Your Bit: A World War I Story by Deborah Hopkinson 
Brownie Groundhog and the Wintry Surprise by Susan Blackaby 

The Favorite Daughter by Allen Say 
The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig 

 

Middle Readers:  

Falcon in the Glass by Susan Fletcher 

Written in Stone by Rosanne Parry 
The Great Trouble: A Mystery of London, the Blue Death, and a Boy 
Called Eel by Deborah Hopkinson 

Whistle in the Dark by Susan Hill Long 

Young Adult:  

In the Shadow of Blackbirds by Cat Winters 
The Girl Who Was Supposed to Die by April Henry 

Born of Illusion by Teri Brown 

MORE GOOD NEWS! 

 

continued on next page 

BOOKS continued 
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The Theory of Everything by Kari Luna 

Salvation by Anne Osterlund 
Poison by Bridget Zinn 

Graphic Novels: 

SMASH: Trial by Fire by Chris A. Bolton 

Non Fiction:  

Electrical Wizard: How Nikola Tesla Lit Up the World, 
and Volcano Rising, and Eruption! Volcanoes and the 

Science of Saving Lives by Elizabeth Rusch 

AWARDS 

And the winners are:  

PB: Deborah Hopkinson  
Middle Reader: Deborah Hopkinson  

YA: Cat Winters  

Graphic Novels: Chris A. Bolton  
NF:  Elizabeth Rusch  

 
 

 
 

 
SCBWI Members took all the first places and two of the four honors: 

Middle Reader Honor: Susan Fletcher -  FALCON IN THE GLASS  
Young Adult Honor: Bridget Zinn - POISON 
Authors will receive their awards at the OCTE Fall Conference on October 

4, 2014, at Wilsonville High School. For more information, go to: http://

www.octe.org/oregon-spirit-book-award.html 

Cat Winter’s book, IN THE SHADOW OF BLACKBIRDS is one of 
YALSA’s 2014 Teens’ Top Ten Nominations! http://www.yalsa.ala.org/
thehub/2014/04/17/yalsas-2014-teens-top-ten-nominations-

announced/ The book is also a finalist in the Crystal Kite Member Choice 
Awards! Cat says, “I'm incredibly honored to receive this type of recognition from my 

peers!” http://www.scbwi.org/crystalkite-results/ 

MORE GOOD NEWS! 

AWARD NOMINATIONS  continued 

Illustration by Brian Cook 

http://www.scbwi.org/crystalkite-results/
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        BLOG... BLOG... BLOG... 

Blogs continue on next page 

Heather Ayris Burnell, Writer of Childish Things  
Frolicking through cyberspace...tra la la la la! 

http://frolickingthroughcyberspace.blogspot.com/ 

Heather Ayris Burnell, a neighbor to our north, has “The Monster 

List of Picture Book Agents” on her website. On May 6th, she had an 

“Update to the Monster List” in her blog. 

“A big THANK YOU to agent Erica Rand Silverman of Sterling Lord 

Literistic who was kind enough to email me a list of the picture book 

authors and illustrators she represents. I have added them to her 

Monster List of Picture Book Agents listing. If you're on the search 

for an agent be sure to go check out Erica's updated listing. Know-

ing who an agent represents can help you get a feel for the type of 

work they like which helps you sub well.” 

Read more here: 

http://frolickingthroughcyberspace.blogspot.com/2014/05/an-update-to-monster-list.html 

 

Heather Ayris Burnell is from Oroville, Washington. She says, “I'm a mom by day, chil-

dren's book writer by night, and librarian on the side. My picture book, BEDTIME MONSTER, 

is published by Raven Tree Press. And I have far too many manuscripts in various stages of 

development. If only I didn't need sleep! Represented by Sean McCarthy Literary Agency.” 

You can find her at twitter: @heatherayris 

 

Heather’s also one of the founders of Sub It Club, 

a support group for writers and illustrators get-

ting their work “out there.” Sub It Club has a 

blog http://subitclub.wordpress.com/ and a face-

book page: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/486894588029505/. You must request to 

join the facebook page. The Monster List logo 

and the Sub It Club logos were created Carey, Assistant Regional Advisor for SCBWI France 

and Heather’s partner in Sub It Club. 

http://frolickingthroughcyberspace.blogspot.com/
http://frolickingthroughcyberspace.blogspot.com/2014/05/an-update-to-monster-list.html
http://subitclub.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/486894588029505/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/486894588029505/
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        BLOG... BLOG... BLOG... 
continued from previous page    

Erika Schnatz posted on the Ooligan Press Blog on May 21, 2014 

OR SCBWI: Art Directors, Agents, and Editors, Oh My! 

Like many (if not all) of my peers at Ooligan Press, I want to be a published author. The 

program provides us with a comprehensive understanding of the publishing industry, but 

most of us who want to write professionally need to supplement our Ooligan education with 

critique groups, professional development training, and conferences. My interest lies in pic-

ture books, so I’ve been a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators 

(SCBWI) for the past few years. The Oregon chapter is very active and hosts a number of 

free events throughout the year that are open to the public. The largest annual event is the 

Spring Conference (and is, unfortunately, not free). 

Continue reading about Erika’s experience here: http://ooligan.pdx.edu/scbwi-or-2014-

conference/ 

Erika Schnatz is an illustrator, writer, and graduate student in the publishing program at 
Portland State University. Her work has garnered several awards, including the Excellence in 
Animation/Illustration Award from the Department of Art & Design at Montclair State Univer-

sity in 2010. A lifelong love of reading and doodling has driven Erika to try her hand at writ-
ing and illustrating children’s books. She is currently developing several story ideas, though 

a few of them might not be appropriate for children. Her work can be found 

here: www.erikaschnatz.com 

“First, find out what your hero wants,  

then just follow him!” - Ray Bradbury  

http://ooligan.pdx.edu/scbwi-or-2014-conference/
http://ooligan.pdx.edu/scbwi-or-2014-conference/
http://www.erikaschnatz.com/
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SUBMIT: Please send articles, good news, book reviews, your blogs, etc. to 
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LOOKING FOR A 
CRITIQUE GROUP? 

 

Contact Kim Kasch,  

Critique Group Coordinator, 

kimkasch@comcast.net, 

for critique group 

information, such as how to 

critique, or how to start a 

group. Or contact her if 

you're interested in finding a 

critique group and none of 

the groups on our website 

are a fit for you. Our critique 

groups are listed in a 

members only section at 

http://oregon.scbwi.org/

critique-groups/ 

You must be logged in to 

scbwi.org to see them. 

Did you know there’s a children’s 
creators’ listserve on yahoo that has 

many Oregon writers and illustrators 
as members? It’s called Toad Hall. 

(Not sponsored by SCBWI) 

To join go here: http://
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/

TOADHALL/info and click on  

Join Group in the purple box. 
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