
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF IDEAS 

August 2014 

 

 

This should have come to you on Monday from the LA Conference, which Sold Out! But 

I totally spaced it until after I got home yesterday. Unfortunately, Judi wasn’t able to 

attend the conference, but Barb Herkert, IC, and I made connections for Oregon events, 

schmoozed with our Oregon attendees and about 1200 other people.  

 

NEW MEMBER TEA 

Coming in late September! Personal invitations will be sent via email to new members. 

 

RETREAT, RETREAT! 

There are two retreats coming this fall—one aimed specifically at illustrators (in 

conjunction with SCBWI Western Washington) on October 3rd-5th in Federal Way, WA. 

Sorry – registration is closed!  

 

And our ANNUAL FALL RETREAT October 16th-19th in Silverton at the Oregon Gardens 

Resort. This retreat will be aimed at writers, although illustrators are always welcome. 

Early bird registration fee for members will be $435. Yes, we know it’s more money than 

last year, but we think you’ll vote this venue is well worth it. (Two to a room with private 

baths, gas fireplace, your own deck or patio; plus plenty of parking close to the main 

building, although it will be an easy flat walk from where you are sleeping; a bar and 

restaurant; and entry to the Oregon Gardens at anytime.) Plus we’ve added some new 

special opportunities! Registration will begin by August 10th so keep an eye out for the 

announcement coming directly to your email boxes. More details on the website here: 

http://oregon.scbwi.org//events/2014-annual-fall-retreat  

 

Thanks to Deborah Hocking for the beautiful retreat logo! 

 

SCHMOOZES 

 

Visit the website and check the calendar to see what SE Portland (9/27) and Clark 

County (9/6) have planned for September! 

 

THE NEXT LEVEL PROFESSIONAL SERIES 

 

It’s back! 

 

The Next Level – September 20th, 2- 4 pm 



Ready to bring your writing and illustration skills to The Next Level? Whether you're 
plotting a novel or perfecting a picture book, SCBWI Oregon’s professional series will 
give you tools to advance your career.   

Join us on the third Saturday of each month at Tabor Space on 5441 SE Belmont. 
Doors open at 2:00 pm, and speakers start at 2:30. The first session launches in 
September and the series continues through April 2015, excluding December—but each 
talk is different, so don’t miss out! 

This year, however, we will be charging for the event—sorry, we can’t continue to give it 
to you free. But here are your options for the September 20th program: 

1. Purchase a Member Pass for $35 for the pass (nonmembers $50) by Sept. 17th, 
which gives you all 7 sessions... (This option will only be available for a couple 
months.)  
2. Preregister for each TNL event, $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers, by Sept. 
17th. 
3. Register at the door and pay $10 for members and $12 for nonmembers. after Sept. 
17th. 

Topic: Plot Your Way to Success: Dozens of tips to help you create a book they 
can't put down  

Learn what every character must have, the key ingredient you want only in books (not 
real life), and what your main character must do by the end of the story.   

Speaker: April Henry 

Go here for full details and to register: http://oregon.scbwi.org/events/the-next-level-

professional-series-april-2014/ (you’ll need to sign in for the member rate). 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN. 

 

 

NON SCBWI EVENT 

 

Emily Whitman is teaching a workshop on writing Middle Grade and Young Adult novels 

this fall at The Attic.  

·      When: Wednesdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Sept. 24-Nov. 12, 8 weeks 

·      Where: Attic Institute, 4232 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, 97215; 503-236-0615 

·      More info: www.atticinstitute.com 



The LA Conference was so expiring! You can get some tidbits from over 75 posts on the 

official SCBWI blog: http://scbwi.blogspot.com, plus on twitter, you can see quotes and 

tweets by looking up the hashtag #LA14SCBWI. Some of us put stuff on facebook, too. 

 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the September New Member Tea and/or the 

October retreat. 

 

Sue and Judi 


