
 

Hello Everyone! 

The 2016 conference is now in the history books. We changed the format of the agenda 
and showcased two keynote speakers who were Newbery Award Winners. Ya-hoo. We 
are happy with the results. Was it perfect? Perhaps not. But, when the Amish make their 
beautiful quilts they deliberately make a mistake because they say, “Nothing is perfect 
except God.” So I try to remember that. I will choose to see the beautiful conference and 
overlook a couple flaws. 

It was extraordinary to see old friends and meet so many new ones! We also welcomed 
many of our WWA friends because their SCBWI region didn’t have a conference this 
year. 

This brings me to my next announcement. 

Next year, there will not be a large conference. We have chosen to have “mini” 
conferences that will be genre specific. There will be an editor, an agent and an author in 
attendance. We will be limiting the participants to 75 maximum. There will be one “mini” 
on PB, one on MG/YA and then the illustrators will have a program designed for them. 
The PB “mini” will be on February 25, 2017, the illustrators will meet on March 25, 2017 
and the MG/YA folks will be meeting on June 10, 2017. We are also still going to offer 
BootCamps and some events in the city that will be called Urban Trails. Those are still in 
the planning stage. The Next Level, The League of Extraordinary Writers, The Write 
Directions and The Great Critiques will continue. So we will be busy! There have been 
several members who have wanted to have smaller and less expensive opportunities. Barb 
and I hear you and we are going to give it a try. So, there will NOT be a conference until 
2018, however, if you need a conference “fix” SCBWI-WWA will be having their 
conference next year. 

Hope to see you all soon. Happy Writing! 

Judi 

THE NEXT LEVEL 

The Next Level is now over and will return in September. 

  

THE LEAGUE OF EXCEPTIONAL WRITERS 

The League is now over and will return in September. 

  



  

WRITE DIRECTIONS 

Clark County Write Direction 

This group will be meeting this Saturday, June 4, 2016 from 9:30 am - 12:00 at the 
Cascade library, 600 NE 136th Avenue in Vancouver. The topic for this month is: 
Summer Reading Extravaganza/Spring Conference Show and Tell. Assignment: Bring 
book recommendations for us to create our The Write Direction Clark County Summer 
Reading List. 

Contact Christy Peterson at:  cascadecreative@lutegard.com 

 
PAL Write Direction 

PAL Write Direction will meet 6/11/16 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Hollywood Library 
Meeting Room, Hollywood Library, 4040 NE Tillamook Street, Portland, OR 97212. 

Upcoming event: June 11, 2016 

Topic: Informal Discussion 

Sometimes Published Pros just need a chance to bounce ideas off each other and that’s 
the purpose of this Write Direction. We’ll discuss challenges, share questions, talk about 
good and bad experiences in the past year, and ways we and SCBWI Oregon can support 
one another. A discussion of the 2016 Conference “Between the Pages” may be a hot 
topic for the June meeting. 

06/11/2016  10:00 - 12:00- Hollywood Library Meeting Room, Portland, OR 

Contact: Arlene Williams at:  awilliams222@outlook.com for questions. 

 
NOVEL BOOTCAMP-June 18, 2016-SOLD OUT!! 

Novel BootCamp will be held at the Mulino Homestead on June 18th, 2017. Our speaker 
will be Fiona Kenshole. It is a full day intensive with lecture, readings, exercises to 
extend your writing and some time to walk, talk or work on your manuscript. There will 
be breakfast, lunch and drinks provided. 

If anyone is interested in presenting at a BootCamp, please email me at: 
oregon@scbwi.org. 

  



  

THE GREAT CRITIQUE 

The Great Critique is happening on June 25, 2016 at Tabor Space. You can find out all 
the information that you need at: 

oregon.scbwi.org/events/the-great-critique-june-2016. 

If you have any questions please contact Kim Kasch:  Kasch5@comcast.net 

  

NON-SCBWI Activities 

WRITING HISTORICAL FICTION 

"Writing Historical Fiction: an overview of content and process for new writers,"of 
taught by veteran writing teacher Jennifer Johnston and Graham Salisbury, author 
nineteen novels for young readers, including the critically acclaimed "Under the Blood 
Red Sun," winner of the Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction, the California Young 
Reader Medal, the Oregon Book Award, and other awards and designations. The class 
will guide students through the process of selecting a historical event, building on prior 
knowledge and research, creating characters, writing dialogue, and understanding story 
structure. The real value of this class, however, is in having these two published veteran 
writers available to answer all your writing questions. Four classes, $150. The dates are 
September 15, September 22, September 29, and October 6. The time is 7-8:30 p.m. at 
West Linn High School. 

  

EMILY WHITMAN WORKSHOP 

There are still a few spots left in my workshop starting next week, on using myths, folk 
and fairy tales to spark new stories. Five weeks, Tuesday 5:15-7:15 starting on June 7th. 

You can contact Emily at: emilywhitman.com 

 
Well, that’s all for now folks. Happy Writing! 

Best Wishes, 

Judi 

  


