
There are two choices of nursery rhymes below with very little story. 
 
Your assignment is to choose one of these rhymes and make it more 
interesting, more compelling visually. You have complete license to add to 
the story; characters, things in the environment, etc.  You'll make a 4-panel 
dummy of rough sketches with the illustrations filling in what the text hasn't 
given us. Make it dramatic or funny or poignant, but whatever you do make 
it engaging and true to the essence of the rhyme. 
 
As an example, the following rhyme seems at first glance rather simple, 
not much to it: 
 
Swan swam over the sea, 
Swim, swan, swim! 
Swan swam back again, 
Well swum, swan! 
 
A swan swims across the sea and swims back. Wheee. Not much there. It 
seems the main purpose of the rhyme as it stands is to be fun to say. As 
illustrators we can give it more. Why is the swan swimming across the 
sea? Did it go there to pick something or someone up? To deliver 
something? Did it encounter difficulties along the way that made us cheer it 
to "Swim, swan, swim!" and to praise it on return with "Well swum, 
swan!"?  By asking these kind of questions, we, as illustrators can turn a 
simple, almost pointless rhyme into a compelling story. We can add action 
and tension and protagonists and antagonists and interesting or peripheral 
characters as long as it works with the rhyme. 
 
___________________________________________________________
_ 
Choose from one of the following rhymes about wise men or a wise owl to 
create your 4-panel rough-sketched dummy. Then choose one of the 
panels and create a finished illustration. Bring your dummy and the 
finished piece of art to the session on Sunday and we will view and discuss 
everyone's work. 
 
RHYME 1 
 
Three wise men of Gotham 
Went to sea in a bowl; 
If the bowl had been stronger, 
My song would have been longer. 
 



RHYME 2 
 
A wise old owl sat in an oak, 
The more he heard, the less he spoke; 
The less he spoke, the more he heard; 
Why aren't we all like that wise old bird? 
 
	  


